
REGULAR MEETING 
 MAY 2, 2011 
 
The Wethersfield Town Council held a meeting on Monday, May 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers, 505 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield. 
 
Present: Councilors Drake, Hurley, Kotkin, Manousos, Montinieri, Roberts, Deputy Mayor 
Console, and Chairperson Hemmann. 
Absent:  Councilor McAlister 
 
Also present:  Jeff Bridges, Town Manager, RaeAnn Palmer, Assistant Town Manager and 
Dolores G. Sassano, Town Clerk. 
 
Councilor Manousos led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
Jim Heffernan read Governor Malloy’s Holocaust Proclamation for Lt. Governor Nancy Wyman, 
who was unable to attend as Senate was called into session. 
 
Mr. Heffernan also reminded everyone of the numerous reasons people were persecuted:  
Roma (Gypsies), people with disabilities, and Poles were also targeted for destruction or 
decimation for racial, ethnic, or national reasons; and millions more, including homosexuals, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Soviet prisoners of war, and political dissidents also suffered grievous 
oppression and death under Nazi tyranny. Also, we all have an opportunity to reflect on the moral 
responsibilities of individuals, societies, and governments and to remain vigilant against any 
persecution. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann read the Proclamation for Remembrance in Memory of the Victims and 
Survivors of the Holocaust 
 
Chairperson Hemmann read the Proclamation for Grandparents Day 
 
Loretta Skowronek introduced 3 of 5 students from Silas Deane Middle School to read an essay 
on someone who has influenced their life:  
 
Destini Hall – honored Blossie Langston, her Aunt 
Paige Landers – honored Carl Braren, her Grandfather 
Maida Gobelijic – honored Alsa Celebic, her Aunt 
Jacob Johnson-- Richard Johnson, Grandfather and Joseph Sottile-- Carol Turcott, Grandmother. 
They were unable to attend.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Road, asked the Town Council to consider the vast amount of 
money that has been given to the Board of Education and the results have been negative when 

looking at test scores and asked that the Town Council reduce the expenditure side of the Board 
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of Education’s budget.  He commented that taxes are too high in Wethersfield and in the State of 
Connecticut. 
 
George Ruhe, 956 Cloverdale Circle, commented on the Holocaust Proclamation and how the 
Holocaust influenced his life.  He also commented on the budget process and stressed for a zero 
increase in the Board of Education’s budget. 
 
Lee Sekas, 117 Wells Road, spoke on several businesses in Town that have a step up into their 
building and are still without ramps for accessibility for everyone.  
 
HEARINGS 
None. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilor Hurley reported that the Youth Advisory Board, along with Social Services, is holding 
a Youth Volunteer Recognition Night on Tuesday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m., at the Wethersfield 
Community Center. 
 
Councilor Manousos reported for the Budget and Finance Committee continues to have ongoing 
meetings.  
 
Councilor Roberts reported for the Senior Citizens Advisory Committee and noted that they held 
a Stay Smart Consumer presentation and workshop and was well attended.  Attorney General 
George Jepsen gave the opening remarks, and there were a variety of speakers, and Detective 
Darby of the Wethersfield Police Department gave a presentation on identity theft with handouts. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann noted that she attended the Pension Committee meeting today. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Deputy Mayor Console commented that the Town Council is still in negotiations with the budget. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann noted that she and Councilor Montinieri attended a program called the 
Cause for the Community (or Community Cause), a group that was formed to look at different 
ways to educate the community.  This session focused on alcohol education and tips about 
talking to your teens about alcohol and substance abuse.  She also noted that there were two 
budget forums on April 13 and April 27, looking at ways to focus on capital improvements and 
there was also a Public Hearing on April 18.  She also commented that her husband noted that 
there was a funeral at Cedar Hill Cemetery, very close to the Town compost area on Jordan Lane. 
The town crews stopped what they were doing and were very respectful during the funeral.  
Chairperson Hemmann also noted that the Town is offering a Spring Clean Up day at the 
Transfer Station in which residents will be allowed to dispose of items on their property up to ½  
 



May 2, 2011 Notes 
Page 3 

cubic yard, free of charge, Saturday, May 14, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.  She noted that a 
permit is required but permits will not be able to be purchased on Spring Clean Up day. 
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Jeff Bridges reported that next Monday evening is being proposed as a budget workshop meeting 
and if necessary, a continuation later in the week, possibly Wednesday.   
 
Councilor Montinieri noted that timeframe is compressed. He asked if the Board would have 
time to respond in advance of May 15, if anything comes out of these discussions with respect to 
their appropriation. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann noted that the Board does not need to respond.  The Town Council is 
responsible for setting the appropriation.  She also noted that the Board of Education is 
welcomed to attend the workshops if they want. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console noted to Councilor Montinieri, according to OPM[Office of Policy and 
Management] that it may be possible, if it gets down to the last hour, that the Town’s side of the 
budget can be approved and abstain from approving the Board of Education’s side of the Board 
of Education needs additional time, depending on our Charter. 
 
Councilor Montinieri commented that the Board of Education may have some significant work to 
do. 
 
Councilor Drake commented that the Board of Education gave the Town Council two pages of 
line items during the zero budget discussion and noted that this can be used for appropriate cuts 
by the Town Council. 
 
Councilor Hurley commented that the last meeting with the Board of Education was several 
weeks ago and he felt they may have had time to go through the budget in more detail. 
 
Councilor Montinieri noted that he didn’t think the Board of Education has done that.  He feels 
the Superintendent is waiting for a response for the Town Council so that he can go back to the 
Board and get to where the appropriation is. He for one wanted to hear what they would do. 
 
Councilor Manousos noted that he felt that the Budget and Finance Committee has received more 
information this year than in the past.  He felt that the Board of Education will get the range of 
where the Council is at right now.  He noted that at the next budget meeting, he felt they will be 
able to get closer to a reasonable number to preserve programs and teachers. 
 
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS FOR ACTION 
 
None. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Chairperson Hemmann reported that a non-profit group, “Friends of Loretta”, is seeking 
authorization to donate a picnic pavilion for Millwoods Park, in memory of Loretta Nakos 
Pemble 
 
Councilor Manousos moved “TO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN TO ACCEPT A DONATION 
OF A PICNIC PAVILION IN MEMORY OF LORETTA NAKOS PEM BLE FROM THE 
FRIENDS OF LORETTA, PROVIDED THAT THE PAVILION IS S UBJECT TO 
DESIGN APPROVAL BY THE TOWN AND IS IN ACCORDANCE WI TH ALL TOWN 
REGULATIONS,”  seconded by Councilor Hurley. 
 
Jeff Bridges reported that if Town Council authorizes the acceptance of the pavilion, it will be 
constructed in the location recommended by the Millwoods Park Master Plan and will proceed 
through the normal Town approval processes.  All plans will be developed with Town staff and 
will be subject to the normal approval process.  The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has 
approved moving this forward. They recommend approval. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console noted that he thought it was a good idea but he inquired whether UNICO 
had a similar idea and it was turned down. 
 
Kathy Bagley responded that it was a different park that UNICO was involved with.   
 
Councilor Kotkin noted that this project continues the trend of adding new projects to Millwoods 
and asked if Parks & Recreation had a timetable for this project. 
 
Kathy Bagley responded that part of it depends on the funds.  The group has not started 
fundraising because the project has not been officially approved yet.   
 
Councilor Kotkin asked if there is money available somewhere in the capital budget to redo the 
parking lot. 
 
Kathy Bagley responded that currently funding is available of $35,000 to work on the expanded 
parking lot and they are going to do as much as they can with this amount.  The process has been 
started to take some of the land from the picnic area, which is identified in the map. 
 
Councilor Kotkin asked if there was funding available to remove the trees. 
 
Kathy Bagley responded that the trees have already been cut down and they will need to clean up 
the expanded area.  She noted that the parking format is going to change in a way that will double 
the number of parking spots.   
 
Councilor Manousos noted that the expansion is going to provide much more space and 
suggested that perhaps utility poles can be used to create a middle lane. 
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Kathy Bagley responded that they have similar ideas to create a barrier in the middle. 
 
Councilor Roberts asked for information on the Friends of Loretta. Ms. Bagley introduced Mike 
Orsini to provide the information. 
 
Mike Orsini reported that Loretta Nakos was a classmate, a Wethersfield High Class of 1989 
graduate, who passed away in 2005.  At the class reunion, Loretta’s father approached the class 
about doing something in her memory. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 8-0-0. 
 
Councilor Hurley moved “TO AUTHORIZE THE TOWN MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE 
DEMAND RESPONSE AGREEMENT WITH CL&P FOR 250 SILAS D EANE 
HIGHWAY, AFTER REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE TOWN ATTO RNEY,”  
seconded by Deputy Mayor Console.              
 
Jeff Bridges reported that this program has been in effect for several years, with the Town Hall 
and Police Station participating.  He recommended that the program be continued for the Police 
Station only, which has sufficient generator capability to handle a power shut down.  The Town 
Hall generator cannot power the Library, which results in the need to close the Library.  As this 
program is “demand response”, we can get a call at any time to make the switch, which does not 
allow us to make alternative plans which include notifying the public that the Library is closed. 
Their staff is still paid. The Town Attorney is currently reviewing the document.   He 
recommends approval with any comments from the Town Attorney incorporated. 
 
Councilor Manousos asked about the cost of running the generator during those hours. 
 
Mike Turner responded that each time the generators were used it lasted four hours for a couple 
hundred dollars. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann asked how often the Town was called last year. 
 
Mike Turner responded that the Town was called twice last year, which were for audits, not 
actual demand response. 
 
Councilor Kotkin asked if there are 20 days of hot weather this summer and power is shut off 
from houses, he felt the concern should not be about keeping the Library open during this time. 
 
Mike Turner responded that when the program was first established, it was very successful. 
There was money just to sign up but that has changed. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  Councilor Kotkin abstained.  The 
motion passed 8-0-1. 
 



May 2, 2011 Notes 
Page 6 

Deputy Mayor Console moved “TO SET A SPECIAL MEETING FOR MONDAY, MAY 9, 
2011,” seconded by Councilor Drake. They established the time for 6:00 p.m.  
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 8-0-0 
 
Deputy Mayor Console, moved “TO ISSUE A STATEMENT OF SUPPORT BY THE 
WETHERSFIELD TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE ROCKY HILL-GLASTO NBURY 
FERRY,”  seconded by Councilor Roberts. 
 
Jeff Bridges reports that the supporters of the Rocky Hill – Glastonbury Ferry have asked the 
Town Council of Wethersfield to express support for the continuing state support of the Ferry.  
The current budget proposal by the Governor eliminates the funds for its support.  Jeff Bridges 
noted that the Council took a similar action in July of 2003 supporting the ferry. 
 
Councilor Drake noted that this project cost the State $340,000 last year and noted with all the 
issues happening with the State at this time and with Wethersfield and all its historic homes, it 
does not receive any money from the State and felt it should be Rocky Hill’s responsibility to 
fund the ferry. 
 
Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.   Deputy Mayor Console and 
Councilors Drake and Hurley voted NAY.  The motion passed 5-3-0. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “TO ACCEPT THE TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL 
MEETING MINUTES DATED MARCH 9, 2011, ” seconded by Councilor Roberts. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 8-0-0. 
 
Councilor Kotkin moved “TO ACCEPT THE TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES DATED MARCH 14, 2011, ” seconded by Deputy Mayor Console. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  Councilors Montinieri and  
Roberts ABSTAINED.  The motion passed 6-0-2. 
 
Councilor Manousos moved “TO ACCEPT THE TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES DATED MARCH 29, 2011, ” seconded by Councilor Kotkin. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 8-0-0. 
 
Councilor Drake moved “TO ACCEPT THE TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
MINUTES DATED APRIL 4, 2011, ” seconded by Deputy Mayor Console. 
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Deputy Mayor Console asked for the members of the committee on the lights. 
 
Councilor Manousos responded that he will supply Deputy Mayor Console with the members. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console questioned the consensus numbers listed on page 3 and noted that these 
numbers differed from the State consensus numbers. 
 
Dolores Sassano responded that different numbers have recently been received from the State 
and she will check the numbers against the list supplied by Peter Gillespie. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  Deputy Mayor Console voted 
NAY.  The motion passed 7-1-0. 
 
Councilor Montinieri moved “TO ACCEPT THE TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES DATED APRIL 18, 2011, ” seconded by Councilor  Manousos. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  Deputy Mayor Console 
ABSTAINED.  The motion passed 7-0-1. 
 
Deputy Mayor Console moved “TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES FROM THE PUBLIC 
HEARING DATED APRIL 18, 2011,” seconded by Councilor Manousos. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  Councilor Hurley ABSTAINED. 
 The motion passed 7-0-1. 
 
Chairperson Hemmann thanked Dolores Sassano and her staff for all the work they do, in 
recognition of Town Clerk Appreciation Week. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
George Ruhe, 956 Cloverdale Circle, commented on remarks made by Councilor Montinieri 
regarding the school budget and the responsibilities of the Town Council with regards to it. 
 
Lee Sekas, 117 Wells Road, commented on the possibility of the State redistricting the location 
of the voting polls.  He also commented on public transportation.   
 
Robert Young, 20 Coppermill Road, commented on the Board of Education’s budget and the 
economy of the State. 
 
George Wallace, 22 Chesterfield Road remarked on the 89 names on the World War II list to be 
read at the Memorial Day Parade this year and he also commented on the budget. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 8:53 p.m., Councilor Manousos, moved “TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO 
DISCUSS UNION NEGOTIATIONS”  seconded by Councilor Hurley. 
 
All Councilors present voted AYE.  The motion passed 8-0-0.  Jeff Bridges, Town Manager and 
RaeAnn Palmer and Labor Attorney Ken Plumb were invited. 
 
Councilors Drake, Hurley, Kotkin, Manousos, Montinieri, Roberts, Deputy Mayor Console, and 
Chairperson Hemmann were present.  No motions were made and no votes were taken during 
executive session.  
 
At 9:27 p.m., Councilor Roberts  moved “TO LEAVE EXECUTIVE SESSION ” seconded by 
Councilor  Kotkin.                          . 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE.  The motion passed 8-0-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
At 9:28 p.m., Councilor Kotkin moved "TO ADJOURN THE MEETING"  seconded by 
Councilor Montinieri. 
 
All Councilors present, including the Chairperson voted AYE. The motion passed 8-0-0. 
 
 

Dolores G. Sassano   
Town Clerk 
Approved by vote of Council 
May 16, 2011 
 


